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HUMAX HAS PRODUCED A
COMBINATION FREEVIEW
AND PVR FOR A PRICE THAT
SEEMS ALMOST TOO GOOD
TO RESIST. STEVE KEATON
INVESTIGATES

HCC Practical Tip

Beneath the lid, the Humax PVR-8000T has
a 40GB Seagate HDD, able to store approx
20 hours of video (depending on the bitrate
of the channels recorded). Unlike the Pace
Twin, the 8000T uses a standard 3.5in.
drive. So naturally, the first thing we did
was to see how easy it would be to swap
out the drive and upgrade the recording
capacity. Removing the drive itself is very
straightforward. We replaced it with a
120GB Hitachi Desk Star and rebooted.
Unfortunately, while the Humax recognised
the larger drive, it refused to work
properly. Crashing repeatedly, we couldn’'t
get it to record anything. So an HDD swap
out is not as easy as it might first appear
to be. It could be that users need to stick
to Seagate drives. Humax did tell us,
however, that the PUR800OT will recognise
drive capacities of up to 120GB — look for
more on this in a future issue of HCC.

he dark horse in the race to

establish digital recording in the

hearts and minds of UK
consumers is the PVR (personal video
recorder). While few doubt that DVD
recording will replace the humble video
tape recorder, PVR supporters argue that
recording onto removable media (ie discs)
is an antiquated idea. Far better to capture
programmes on a hard drive with 20-40
hours of storage, where they can reside till
watched - and then be wiped away.

HDD recorders aren’t exactly new.
Several DVD recorders now offer a
combination of HDD and DVD recorder,
but none can record a pure digital
broadcast source. Instead they can
capture the five channels from an
analogue tuner or accept an input from
an external digital TV box.

The Sky+ and Pace Twin HDD recorders
are different, in that they record the
original MPEG2 data stream (from satellite
and Freeview respectively). Now this duo
is joined by another (and, at £200 or less,
cheaper) model: the Humax PVR-8000T.

MIRROR IMAGE

A combination Freeview digital TV
receiver and hard drive (HDD) recorder,
the 8000T comes in a slim chassis with
smart mirrored fascia. Unlike many other
Freeview boxes, there’s a clear channel
indicator, which defaults to the time
when the unit is in standby. Backside
connections include an RF aerial
loopthrough, two scarts (one RGB-wired),
phono AV-outputs, RS-232C interface and
an optical digital audio output.

When you initially power-up the box,
the installation wizard channel search
begins. Once your Freeview channel
selection has been saved, you'll be free
to investigate the various Humax menus.
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The onscreen menu is fairly intuitive -
once you've decrypted the various icons.
The main menu plate contains basic
information, about either the
programme/channel you've selected or
a recording you're playing back. There’s
also an expanded information window,
which retrieves the EPG description.
Unfortunately, there’s not much of that
on Freeview so this is often pretty basic.
There’s access to the Freeview EPG data,
via the Guide button, but this is currently
restricted to Now & Next.

The 8000T automatically caches the
selected channel’s broadcast data stream
to the hard drive, enabling basic tricks
such as freeze-frames on live material,
and backwards search if the box has
accumulated enough TV. An onscreen
time bar shows where you are in any
video that is streaming from the HDD.
Playback options include variable FF/RW
search and forward slow motion.

Programmes can be recorded in a
variety of ways. Call up the Guide and
you can make a recording ‘reservation’
there. For general use, you’'ll be forced to
use the standard VCR-style manual
record option, which is fine, but when
you first opt to select the Freeview
channel you’ll need to know its number.

You can also lock the recording so it can’t
be easily deleted. 20 programmes can
be reserved for recording.

One major difference between this unit
and the Pace Twin is that it can’t record
Freeview digital radio services. This will
have different ramifications for different
users. Personally, | like to timeshift
Hancock’s Half-hour, to listen during
Sunday lunch. To be denied this pleasure
is a cruel and malicious handicap.

Also, this is a single tuner box. So you
can't record one Freeview channel while
watching another.

One likable feature of the 8000T is its
theoretical ability to search the
programme guide for names or genres.
This isn’t much use now, but if or when
the Freeview guide is updated to seven
days a week it may come into its own.

When it comes to basic AV
connectivity, you can configure the
output from both Scarts. The main TV
Scart is the only one to offer RGB, but
this can be altered to composite or
S-Video out. The VCR Scart offers only
composite or S-Video output.

DREAM CATCHER
In use, this modest PVR proved a dream.
During our audition, | experienced no

Specification: MPEG2 Digital & DVB Freeview receiver and HDD recorder:
MHEG teletext; 40GB Seagate HDD; channel list with favourites;
Installation Wizard; 20 event timer with once/daily/repeat; Video output in
4:3, 16:9 and letterbox; Parental control on channels and programmes;
EPG and Information Plate; live pause; fast forward & fast rewind; slow

motion to forward & backward in various speeds

Connections: Two Scarts (one RGB output); phone AV outputs; Optical
digital output; RF aerial loopthrough; RS232 interface

Dimensions: 370 x 60 x 262 mm
Weight: 3.5kg

Software version when tested: PGTTF 1.00.08
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Highs: Reliable operation, audio
visual quality, great price

Lows: Output appears to trigger
macrovision protection on
certain DVD recorders, currently
unable to record Freeview radio

Picture

Sound

Features %
Overall

lost recordings, no recording failures and
no playback glitches.

Image quality was identical to the
original DVB source. The best channels
looked colour-solid and as sharp as any
Freeview receiver on the market. The
audio quality is also top-notch. While the
Pace Twin has a low-level hum on its Scart
outputs, the Humax is clean and clear. The
power supply is substantial, the internal
layout neat and the HDD relatively quiet.

The remote control looks substantial
yet is comfortable to use. Ergonomically
though, the low profile of the red
recording button is most odd - almost
like an afterthought. This wouldn’t be so
bad if there were a record button on the

front of the unit, but there isn’t.
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A large circular navigation pad sits to
the right of the machine
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Significantly, we did identify one
problem with the 8000T which has
serious implications if you hope to
archive material from the Humax HDD to
DVD. When dubbing material onto a DVD,
using the Panasonic DMR-HS2 (HDD to
DVD), the recorder refused to copy the
material. It looks as though the Humax
box is injecting garbage on the picture
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lines normally used for Macrovision and
the DVD recorder consequently assumes
that the content is copy-protected.

Thomson had a similar problem with
its Freeview box and corrected the flaw
with an over-the-air software update.
Like the Thomson, this Humax is built
around the Omega STi5518 MPEG
decoder, so it’s no surprise that it has a
similar problem. We've reported the fault
to Humax and an over-the-air update

We give you the low down on the hit kit
to look out for this year
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will be issued to cure the problem and
resolve the radio-recording issue.

Overall, the PVR-8000T is a very nice
product. It has some foibles - its current
inability to record Freeview radio is a
pain. But the unit does its primary job
well, although dubbing to DVD might
prove difficult for some users with the
box in its current software incarnation. It’s
very well built, easy to use, with great
performance. The price is right, too

The remote is substantial-looking, but
still feels comfortable to use
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